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Last week Moderna announced that their COVID-19 vaccine candidate is estimated to be 94.5% effective 
in clinical trial. This comes a week after we received similarly good news from Pfizer on their vaccine 
candidate.  

My initial thoughts are WOW! In a year when the hits keep coming, this is news worth celebrating. My 
colleagues and I at Pii were confident that a vaccine would be developed quickly, but we were quietly 
confident, not wanting to overstate what we knew the pharmaceutical industry was capable of achieving. 
The speed at which this milestone was accomplished is remarkable considering pharmaceutical 
development is typically measured in years, not months. It is times like this that I am proud to be part of 
this industry. 

My next thoughts were related to vaccine manufacturing capacity. In my role at Pii I speak with everyone 
who reaches out to us for manufacturing services. It is an exciting role as I hear about innovative scientific 
concepts that have been years, sometimes decades, in their development. In the past six months, I’ve 
spoken to more vaccine developers than I have in the previous eight years, all of them searching for 
production capacity. 

From the developer’s perspective it is like global musical chairs. For those non-COVID-19 vaccine 
developers, the priority given to the pandemic has created tenuous conditions for their own vaccine 
production. Many are concerned that they will be affected if manufacturing capacity they are counting on 
is used, understandably so, for COVID-19 vaccine production. 

With the good news from Pfizer, Moderna, and many other organizations completing their clinical trials 
and vaccine production, and distribution being maybe only weeks away, does this mean the music has 
stopped and it is time to grab a chair? 

Let me know your thoughts on the state of non-COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing capacity.    
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